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PRRD Population Statistics 
 
• City of Powell River  13,500 
• Tla’amin Nation    1,000 
• Mainland Electoral Areas   5,000  
• Savary Island        100  
• Texada Island     1,000 
• Lasqueti Island        500 
      
Total Year Round   21,100   
  
• *Seasonals estimate     3,000 
• *Tourists estimate     1,000 

 
Worst Case Scenario Total  25,000    
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Air and Maritime Transport Routes 



Air Transport Capacities: 
 
YPW: 3,900 ft runway: limited to smaller aircraft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Air Transport Capacities: 
 
YGB: 3,000 ft runway: limited to smaller aircraft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Maritime Transport Routes: 
 
Route operated by BCFC:  Regular Vessel  Capacity 
 
1. Westview to Little River   Salish Orca  600 
2. Saltery Bay to Earls Cove  Island Sky  450 
3. Westview to Blubber Bay  N. Island Princess  293 
 
      Total 1,343 
 
Non-BCFC 
 
1. Savary Island to Lund  various water taxi/barge ** 
2. Lasqueti Island to French Creek Centurion VII  60 

 
3. Private vessels      ?? 

 



Further Planning Considerations: 

• Highly centralized services  
• Linear region with limited transport redundancies within the 

region (shadow effect) 
• Limited accommodation providers within the region 
• Reception Centres/Group Lodging facilities throughout region 

(18 currently under review) 
• Logistical challenges for vulnerable populations; ie hospital, 

care facilities (VCH/HEMBC) 
• Bus transport (BC Transit, SD 47) capacity up to 1,000 

passengers 
• Small agricultural/livestock sector 
• PRREP operates community alerting system, twitter feed, web 

pages 



Hazard/Risk Assessments: 

• Tsunami study: 2006 

• Savary Island CWPP: 2009 

• Regional CWPP: 2015 

• Regional Coastal Risk Assessment: 2018 

 

   Historical: 

• Early 20th century fires 

• 1946 M7.3 earthquake 

• 1994 chlorine dioxide spill 

• 2000s apartment fires 



Conclusions and Further Work: 

• 25,000 max evacuees though threshold likely much lower 
(estimate internal max capacity 1,000) 

 
• Earlier trigger points 

 
• Initial discussions with CVRD, SCRD, RDN/Oceanside 
 
• EMBC – coordination, understanding of financial responsibilities  

 
• Goal: to work toward an understanding of potential impacts and 

processes for our local governments, key stakeholders, for 
evacuation beyond PRRD’s borders 

 
 
 


























